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Slides-> RachelMuir.com/handouts
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Write Better Fundraising Copy



Does writing an appeal feel like this?

THE CREATIVE PROCESS
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Lots of distraction
Deadline
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Toothpaste For Dinner.com



Get this free newsletter-> fundraisingwriting.com
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it INSTEAD OF THIS...

Help us save a dog's life!

WRITE THIS...
Save a dog's life!




Your End of Year ‘g
Appeal Checklist

Scan the QR code for your appeal checklist



Your gift
will solve
It







Not having a strong offer

Tell the donor WHAT their gift will do
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How the money will be used

What OUTCOME will result from the
dollar amount you are requesting
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How many emails
of your end of year
appeal do you

send?

1) Once

2) Once, but | resend to
unopens Yy 4

3) We send 3, w/diff subjec \
lines over several A
days/weeks

4) We send 4

5) We send 5

6) We send 6

/) We send 7 or more
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Maximize readabllity

Want help? -> LeagueofExtraordinaryFundraisers.com



Parkinson ‘.

Association of ke

Carolinas

How to boost
readabllity

She woke up on her 45 birthday
and couldn’t walk. YOU can help.

S—— A 14-15 point serif
When Susie woke up on her 45® birthday, she had forgotten how to walk. fo nt
Susie will never forget that day. Or the days that followed — a blur of confusion A 1 . 5 I I n e S paCI n g
e A Short sentences &
First the family doctor. Then a neurologist. When they took her to a private p arag rap h S
room to talk, Susie felt cold inside. She knew: this is what it looks like when you A 1
get bad news. S I m p I e .Syntax.
A Strategic bolding &
underlining

What non?

Is my life essentially over?




MUSANA

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION

Problem: Great wall of text

PROTECT THE FUTURE
LEADERS OF UGANDA

Deat, mWFWAL]

What a year it has been! 2020 has not been the year anyone expected,
but it has been a testament to God's provision. We are forever grateful
for the amazing generosity of our friends and family who have given to

our COVID-19 Relief and Rehabilitation Fund. Your ability to look out-
side your own borders during the COVID-19 pandemic, to Uganda, has
helped save many lives!

Although schools and businesses have reopened around most of the
world, 15 million Ugandan children have remained out of school, losing an
entire academic year. This includes the 3,472 students who filled Musana
campuses in the beginning of 2020. Fortunately, the government resumed
schooling for graduating classes (Primary 7, Senior 4, and Senior 6) in
October, which allowed Musana to welcome 291 students back. As we
continue to provide psycho-social support to our returning students and
listen to the challenges they experienced during the lockdown, we are
committed more than ever to provide for those who are still away. In
2021, it is vital that we safeguard our students’ futures and
open our doors back up to ALL 3,472 learners. In order to
do so, we need YOU. To abide by government mandates and protect
our students and teachers from COVID-19, there is a lot to be done.
We need $200,000 to secure the future of our children,
like Phiona, by getting them back in school.

Phiona is 16 years-old and has eight brothers and sisters. She comes from
a town in Northern Uganda, where her father is a local pastor. Phiona is
in Senior 4 at Musana Vocational High School where her favorite subjects
are Chemistry and Mathematics. Not only is she the top of her class, but
she is also the first girl in her family to go to high school. When school
was closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Phiona traveled back home
to be with her family. She spent the long break helping around the house
cooking, cleaning, working in the garden, and utilizing her tailoring skills.
It was challenging to be away from school, but Phiona was grateful to
have her family’s support to finish her education, no matter what. When
school openings were announced, Phiona was thrilled to reconnect with
so many of her friends. Now, she cannot wait to graduate and become
the first female in her family to get a high school diploma!

ZULEYKA’S STORY

We are Eiba and Yaffir Cuadrado, parents of four wonderful children, 3 on earth and 1 in he
Life was going great until the week of November 1st, 2017 when our nearly one-year-old
daughter, Zuleyka, was rushed to the hospital with o 104°fever. Our journey began when the

doctor told us she had leukemia

Suddenly, we had so many nurses in and out of our room. Zuleyka was so helpless. She starte:
what would be two years of chemo the very next morning. During Ireatment, her siblings show
her with hugs and kisses letting her know she waos loved. Her older sister was even her bone

marrow donor - twice. Sadly, on December 14, 2018, Zuleyka was caolled home. She passe
away in my arms surrounded by her loving fomily. Losing her has been the hardest thing | hav

ever had to endure as a mother

Zuleyka was called “the child with the golden smile.” It didn’t matter what she went through, s
smiled through it all. Even on the worst days of treatment she could grin ond gave out fist bum
She was a ray of sunshine in our family and our world got @ litle dimmer when she left. After
Zuleyka died, | struggled with depression, anxiety, and constant stress. Not only was | dealing
with my feelings but how can | help my children grieve, especially my doughter who thought it
her foult because she was her donor.

Our social workers offered us the chance to go to Faith’s Lodge. At first, | was mad! | didn't
understand why | should go. | didn’t want anyone’s pity and certainly didn’t want anyone askis
me about my feelings. But ofter two years, | decided | was ready to meet other grieving parent
We requested and received financial assistance and we packed up the family. Immediotely up
arrival, | felt at home. | felt like | didn’t have 1o be so tough, and | could finally speak about my
situation with other parents who would not judge me. | could finally open up about how hurt | 1
and the toll my daughter’s passing hed taken on me for so long. My children connected with o
children and felt understood. Our whole fomily opened up about ¢ ot of things - feelings that »
had been keeping from each other. It was the answer to the question | didn’t even know to as!
My hope is that other grieving parents have the opportunity to go to Faith’s Lodge 1o heal and
other parents so they know they are not alone —there are many more like us on the same journ

~ Elba and Yaffir Cuadrado
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JULI E COOPER

Kia ora Grace,

Can you see it? You wake to a chorus of tU1, kOkako, korimako. The garden is aflutter with
native birdlife, seeking a morning brew of nectar or a tasty wéta snack. The kids are still asleep
- they stayed up late to spot the kiwi wandering through their own backyard. This is not just a
lovely vision. It's a future that needs us - that needs YOU. And it's why I ask: please will you be
a Giving Leader by making a special gift today to establish a matching fund for Forest & Bird's
predator-free work. We need to raise $100,000 by 24 October to help inspire your like-minded,
like-hearted peers (all of us ‘birds of a feather”). You're a valued member of our Forest & Bird
whanau. I know you share my love for the precious biodiversity that’s unique to Aotearoa. You

deeply appreciate wildlife and wild places — and not just for their scenic qualities.

At this moment, throughout New Zealand, introduced predators are decimating our native birds
and other wildlife. In our forests, along our coastlines, by our mighty rivers, and up our
mountains, nowhere is safe. We must confront this menace head on. They need us now. Grace,
I'm only sending this letter to a select group of dedicated supporters. You are one of these

remarkable people. In our recent Supporter Connection Survey, you expressed an interest in

A FUNDRAI SI NGWRI TI NG. COM



See how approachable this appeal is now?
Kia ora Grace,

Can you see it?

You wake to a chorus of tui, kokako, korimako. The garden is aflutter with
native birdlife, seeking a morning brew of nectar or a tasty weéta snack. The kids are

still asleep — they stayed up late to spot the kiwi wandering through their own Hit
backyard. EErmE— |
. . . : twice
This is not just a lovely vision. It’s a future that needs us — that needs YOU. ih
on the
And it’s why I ask: Please will you be a Giving Leader by making a special gift keyboard!

today to establish a matching fund for Forest & Bird’s predator-free work?

We need to raise $100,000 by 24 October to help inspire your like-minded,
like-hearted peers (all of us ‘birds of a feather’).

You're a valued member of our Forest & Bird whanau. [ know you share my
love for the precious biodiversity that’s unique to Aotearoa. You deeply appreciate
wildlife and wild places — and not just for their scenic qualities.

JULI E COOPER A FUNDRAI SI NGWRI TI NG. COM



: S, . .
Vary line length See how approachable this appeal is now?
too Kia ora Grace,

Can you see it?

You wake to a chorus of tui, kokako, korimako. The garden is aflutter with
native birdlife, seeking a morning brew of nectar or a tasty weta snack. The kids are

still asleep — they stayed up late to spot the kiwi wandering through their own Hit
backyard. Aretur
twice

This is not just a lovely vision. It’s a future that needs us — that needs YOU. on the
And it’s why I ask: Please will you be a Giving Leader by making a special gift keyboard!
today to establish a matching fund for Forest & Bird’s predator-free work?

We need to raise $100,000 by 24 October to help inspire your like-minded,
like-hearted peers (all of us ‘birds of a feather’).

You're a valued member of our Forest & Bird whanau. I know you share my
love for the precious biodiversity that’s unique to Aotearoa. You deeply appreciate
wildlife and wild places — and not just for their scenic qualities.
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Kia ora Grace,

Can you see it?

You wake to a chorus of
tdr, kokako, korimako.

The garden is aflutter
with native birdlife,
seeking a morning brew
of nectar or a tasty wéta
snack.

The kids are still asleep
— they stayed up late to
spot the kiwi wandering

Preview all donor emails
on your phone too!

(and adjust accordingly)
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In your donor communications...

Do n a@d this

Do this instead

®

Make all elements sme
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Make your design
accessible and
welcoming.
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As today’s fast-paced lifestyle seems to be highlighting our differences and pulling us apart, sometimes we wish we
could just go back to simpler days. We reminisce about when we worked together to help each other through tough
times—from parents taking a casserole to a sick neighbor to kids passing on clothes that they can’t wear anymore.

Dear Julie and Brett,

Don’t do s

In this ever—changing world, the value of community has never been clearer. We see firsthand the incredible impact that
comes from standing together. Your support has been the comerstone of this impact, turning our shared vision into a
tangible reality. Each casserole delivered, item of clothing passed on, and hour of tutoring provided is a testament to what
we can achieve when we unite for a common purpose.

As a supporter of the center, you know that these times are alive and well in the local area. Neighbors ARE helping
neighbors every single day at the center. With amazing volunteers and generous donors like you, we were able to provide

vital support to strengthen the lives of 27,166 neighbors last year. N Oti C e th e
L] L] L]

38,707 Full Grocery Carts | 10,021 Items of Clothing
912 Emergency Payments | 40,102 Books
692 Job Workshop Attendees | 680 Refurbished Computers

With your ongoing help, we are able to make today brighter and make tomorrow .

brighter. You help make today better with Emergency Programs, including food S m I I f t

pantry, clothes closet and emergency assistance. You help make tomorrow a. O n S I Z e
better with Empowerment Programs, such as literacy, computer and art classes.
Our tagline truly does say it all—Neighbor to Neighbor. In 1955, we really did
start with a group of people who wanted to help their neighbors who were

hungry. They handed out bags of groceries through the basement window of a
house in Whaston. Today, our guests walk through the food pantry and select

their own shopping cart full of food. @ B I O C k p arag rap h S

Many of you have been donating your time and money for five, ten or even twenty years.

When given the chance, we all want to step up and make a difference in our community. Through donations of time and
money, we can build a sense of pride and accomplishment for ourselves—and our families. By bringing people together

across dynamics that could divide them, our organization strengthens the entire community in the process. @ N a r rOW m arg i n S

Every gift, no matter the size, weaves another thread into this tapestry of community support. Will you join us again in this
vital mission? Your contribution today means we can keep the tradition of neighbor helping neighbor not just alive, but
thriving. Together, we can continue to change lives and weave a stronger community for all of us. Your continued support is
not just a donation; it's an investment in the fabric of our community, a stitch in the quilt that wraps our neighbors with the
warmth of your kindness.

As | speak with neighbors like you, it's clear to see that this community cares deeply. Thank you for your past generosity—
we appreciate all that you do! If you are able to continue your support, please complete the reply form and mail it back to us
in the enclosed remittance envelope. If you'd like to rush us your gift so we can put it to work right away, visit our website
and make your gift with your credit card. Please find it in your heart to renew your commitment to our neighbors in need.

In gratitude,

%/ Thank you for your thoughtfulness and compassion

towards your neighbors this holiday season.
Jennifer Smith
Executive Director

L S Ao

P.S. All donations stay right here in the county to help with food, clothing and shelter for our neighbors in need. Remember
that the generosity of our community members like you is the comerstone of hope for countless individuals and families.
Let's keep the legacy of giving alive. Your donation is their lifeline, so please take a moment to make your gift right now.
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