




EVENTS



GOOD.

The biggest enemy of 

GREAT!



Reasons to Consider an 
Annual Campaign

• One ask.  More efficient. Less work!

• Reveals ALL programs & events to donors
- better branding for Foundation

• More impactful for your donor

Ultimate goal is to not be dependent on events!



Convincing Statistics
Pre-
AC

16-17   
17-18 18-19 19-20 20-21 21-22

Fundraising
Events 58% 29% 23% 21%

3.3%
Didn’t 
have it

18%

Annual
Campaign 0% 34% 35% 37% 38% 34%

% Overall
Fundraising

Increase from 
previous year 

-- +19% +20% +26% -18% +27%

Annual giving is up 78% compared to the year we began AC.



Develop
Theme &
Brochure

3

Create a Timeline

Identify
Top 
Donors
& visit

21

Mail 
Brochures 
& Assign 
Board to 
follow up

ED follows
up with 
calls/visits.  
Send
thank you
notes.

Recognize
Donors on
Social 
media & 
website.

4 5

Invite
Donors to
Events; 
annual 
recognition 
for top/title
Sponsors.

6



Set a monetary goal and 
identify your donors – large to small

1 at $20,000
3 at $10,000
4 at $7,500
8 at $5,000
10 at $3,000
18 at $1,000
24 at $500

Total Goal = $180,000



Utilize your board’s contacts and network to 
help develop your list of prospects.



How to Develop Your Ask & Brochure
• Identify your programs

1. Teacher Grants
2. Student Scholarships
3. 1st Year Teacher Gift Cards
4. Chrissy’s Closet
5. Amy Anderson Literacy Legacy
6. End of Year Staff Awards

• Identify your events
1. 50 Men Who Can Cook
2. Senior Hall of Fame
3. Scholarship Reception



Pick a Theme & Tell Your Story 



Give them a Snapshot of your Programs



Tell Your Story
Personalize it!



Match your 
Programs & 
Events with 

Perks
(recognition 

levels)



Iron Out the Details



Give them Options on How to Make Gift



Don’t Forget TITLE Sponsorships

Amy Anderson 
Literacy Legacy

Chrissy’s Clothing Closet

1st Year Teacher 
Gift Cards

Senior Hall of Fame

Teacher Grants & Grant Patrol
Star Educator





Show Your 
Donors You 
Love Them

Student Artwork  
Contest
Hosted a district–wide 
art contest to create  
our donor piece.  We 
then created a custom 
canvas for each donor 
with their name and 
year.



More Recognition

Donor Wall

• Recognizes Annual 
Campaign Contributors

• Located in foyer of 
district’s Board of 
Trustees meeting room.



Donor Reception
Involve your students.  We had our culinary students 
make cupcakes and had orchestra students play for 
entertainment. Invite a board member to give a 
personal testimony.



Questions & Comments



Contact Info

Teresa Benden, Executive Director
College Station ISD Education Foundation

tbenden@csisd.org
979-764-5586

givetokids.csisd.org

Scan to survey this session.  We appreciate your feedback!

mailto:tbenden@csisd.org
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